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a landed proprietor of East Prussia, and re-
ceived such valuable advice and aid from his
father-in-law that, beginning in a small way
with rented farms he was soon able to purchase
his own estate in Pomerania.

Frederick the Great's anger against Blucher
did not continue long, for we find him subsidising
from a public fund, to the extent of ten thousand
thalers, the improvement of the Gross Radow
estate. But the King honestly considered that
Blucher did not possess the qualities of which
good officers are made. Again and again Blucher
applied for reinstatement in the army; he wrote
to Frederick that it was not a matter of pecuniary-
advantage "but a most fiery longing to conse-
crate the best years of his life to His Majesty's
service/' The old King was obdurate and re-
mained obdurate to the time of his death, in 1786.
It was many months later before Frederick William
II. was moved by Bliicher's pleadings to atone
for what the latter considered a great injustice.

For sixteen years Blucher had now lived the
life of a country gentleman; he was forty-five years
old, and had been playing no inconsiderable part
in the social and public life around him. One sees
how strong was the vocation that made him eager
to change this life of ease for one of strenuous
effort.

The atonement made by Frederick William II.
was very complete. Blucher was reinstated in
his own former regiment and was given the same